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Abstract

This qualitative research aimed to study beliefs and rituals of four Hokkien shrines in
Talad-neua Sub-district, Mueang District, Phuket Province. Research methodology included
documentary and field studies.The research found that the four shrines studied were over
one hundred years old. The major beliefs found included the ties in with health; love; luck;
professions; wishes for offspring; requests for favorable names; correction of bad luck; and
safety. Five rituals found in practice relating to annual festivals included Chinese New Year;
Lantern Festival; Spirit Festival (Por-Tor), Mid-Autumn Festival; Vegetarian Festival, and the

Sixtieth Birthday Ceremony. Field interviews of related persons to the shrines informed that
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the found beliefs and rituals have been practicing by the first generation of immigrants settling
down on Puket Island and been practiced by the present generation. All found beliefs and

rituals reflected the firm Hokkian identities that seemed to continue further endlessly.
Keywords: beliefs; rituals; Hokkian shrine
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