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Abstract

This research aimed to study ways of life of Thai people in Kunming City in Yunnan
Province, People’s Republic of China. Research methodology included documentary and
field studies. Thirty Thai residents in Kunming City were the sample group. The research
found eight notable areas of living of Thai people in Kunming City as the following. 1)
Language, mandarin Chinese was their main communicative mean and the local dialect was

rarely used. 2) Dwelling, dormitories were main residences of teachers and students; the
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others rented or bought houses to stay. Generally, Thai people preferred to live in the city
center. 3) Food, the studied group preferred Chinese dishes to Thai food; however, Thai
dishes were sometimes cooked at homes. The ways of living were adjusted accordingly to
changes in Chinese society; yet some people still followed Thai social and cultural codes.
And Thai - Chinese culture, major Thai traditions of Songkran were simply practiced among
the studied group. For Chinese traditions, the studied group normally participated in Chinese
annual festivals, including Chinese New Year. Participation in these traditions made Thai
residents in Kunming City well aware of Chinese society and culture and lived happily in the

city.
Keywords: ways of life, Thai residents in Kunming City, Thai — Chinese culture
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