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Abstract

The rite of paying homage to teachers of khon and lakhon (Wai-kru Khon Lakhon) is
the inherited ritual continuity from the past to present. This ritual has its own patterns and
customs which allow the some people who desire to learn and to perform paying their
respect and homage to the dance masters. Khon and lakhon are the beautifully
performances so the dancers have to be the experts and skillful in Thai classical dancing by
practising Thai classical dancing from childhood. Additionally, the dancers need to complete
the standard of dance in each character before they are being named as Thai traditional
dancer for example the dancers for male and female characters are required to practise

“ram pleng cha pleng reaw”, which is the preliminary dancing for these characters. After the
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dance masters approve that their students are qualifying as a specialist in Thai dance, the
ritual so call “krob” (the rite to authorise the ones to perform) will be arranged for students.
Since then, the students are completely khonness and lakhonness.

From the past, Thai people are always highly paying their homage and respect to
their teachers as they are the ones whose provide knowledge to students. The ritual in the
rite of paying homage to teachers has intensely meaning and creating the identity of the
ceremony. The ritual also integrates the wisdoms and values of Thai ancestors with morality
and ethicality such as love, humbleness, gratefulness and prosperousness. The rite of paying
homage to teachers of khon and lakhon brings about spirit, faithfulness and blessing for the

participants moreover this ritual is a heritage of cultural wisdom of the nation.
Keywords: the rite of paying homage to teachers of khon and lakhon, the master of ceremony
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