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COMPARATIVE STUDY OF PUBLIC WELFARE FOR THE HOMELESS IN THAILAND, JAPAN,
AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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Abstract

This qualitative research aimed to comparatively study public welfare for the
homeless in Thailand, Japan, and the United States of America, focusing on housing and
occupation. The data were gathered from various documentaries for the comparative
analysis. The study found that welfare was provided for the homeless through various
projects and services in Thailand, Japan and the United States of America. All three
countries have laws that call for welfare provision for the homeless. When comparing
welfare housing in the three countries, both Japan and the United States of America had

pro-active and preventive welfare provisions, whereas Thailand had only defensive
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provisions. Occupational-related welfare was found to be the most outstanding in Japan

where emphasis was given to the homeless being able to rely on themselves.
Keywords: welfare, homeless
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