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Abstract

The Objective of this dissertation were to
study legal mechanisms in supporting and
regulating generation of electricity from solar
rooftops and affairs of solar farms in order to
comprehend concepts that related to legal
measures under renewable energy law. This
sresearch focuses on comparison between
encouragement and regulation of electricity
generation from solar energy in Thailand and
other countries where are Germany, USA and
Japan.

This study was based on literature review
of policies concerned with renewable energy,
development plans on electricity generating
power. It was moreover based on the relevant
laws; indeed, the laws related to construction or

establishment of energy operating plants, Section
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48 under Plant Entrepreneurship Act B.E.2550,
the laws on building regulation, town plans or
energy development and encouragement.

The methodology of this research was in-
depth interview of lawyers, entrepreneurs,
electricity engineers, energy academics. The
summary of all relevant points were to be brought
for a Focus Group. Afterwards, the information
collected is analysed in order to spot the problem
and used as a basis for suggestions.

The Research result showed that Thailand
without laws on renewable energy to be
specifically applied. This therefore raised the
problem of supporting and regulating the
generation of electricity from solar energy for both
solar rooftops and solar farms. Regarded as a
problem were the complicated procedures in
application for permission to be granted before
generating electricity due to many applicable
laws involved.

The problem restriction of electricity
purchased number was another to be concerned.
In Germany for instance, there exists an act on
granting priority to renewable energy sources,
meaning that whosoever was capable of
producing electricity from renewable energy
could feed electricity into the main system
providing electricity with unlimited amount
allowed. This similarity could be found in USA
where there is no limitation on net energy

metering.

Besides, there were problems related to
support for solar energy entrepreneurs and
restriction on the areas deployed for construction
both with solar rooftops and solar farms under
Town Plans Act B.E.2518 which had loopholes
with respect to time periods of construction and
delayed of announcement of town plans, resulting
in that entrepreneurs take advantage during such
time to construct solar farms in rural and
agricultural areas.

There was permission under the principal
town plans in certain provinces to produce
electricity from solar energy in rural and
agricultural areas. Mainly problem that Thailand
without laws on regulating elimination of
electronic waste in the form of solar cells in spite
of Code of Practice issued by Energy Regulatory
Commission-regarded as a manual not the law in
force.

The recommendation of this study that
should be re-enactment of revised laws on
equipment of solar rooftops and solar farms with
provisions that were very much improved,
appropriate, regulatory and supportive. For

example, the announcement of Energy
Regulatory Commission on purchases of solar
electricity, especially solar rooftops, revised in the
manner that there should be freedom of
purchase; precisely, the limitation on the purchase
amount of electricity should be abolished as

epitomized of this by Germany and USA.
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It was highly advisable that Town Plans Act
B.E. 2518 should be revised by designating an
area specifically used for energy affairs in the
principal town plan; this was to assist monitoring
land use according to the principal town plan in
the long run.

Furthermore, there should be enactment of
renewable energy law in particular with the
provision that authorizes a sub-district administrative
organization to consider application for
generating electricity by providing one-stop
services. To make it more effective, the law
should firstly legalize the purchase process of
electricity from producers to be fed into the
providing system with unlimited amount allowed,
and last but not in the least, provide equal access

for all to utilize and produce renewable to be sold

to the providing system.
Keywords: Laws, Solar Cells
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