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Political Awareness and Participation

of Students of Grade 12 in the Northeastern Region
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Abstract

The objectives of this survey research
were 1) to study the level of political awareness
and participation of students of grade 12 in the
Northeastern Region, and 2) to compare the
students’ level of political awareness and
participation, classified by gender. Samples were
588 students of grade 12, consisting of 190 male
and 398 female students, who were selected
through the multi-stage random sampling from 12
schoals in 6 provinces of the Northeastern Region.
Data collection was done using a structured
questionnaire  technique, consisting of 24
questions. The collected data were analyzed by
means of frequency and percentage.

Results revealed the following:

1. Regarding their participation in political
activities, it was found that only 11.7% of the
students had direct experience in general
elections and the number of female students who
had voted in any elections was greater than the
male ones. The percentage of male and female
students in their decision to vote for any
candidates for parliamentary seats were not
varied significantly (42.64% and 43.58%), and
their decisions were mainly based on the officially
announced policies of their chosen candidates’

party.

2. The average age of the respondents
was at 17.81 years old, and the majority of which
possessed a proper knowledge and understanding
of politics. The percentages of their knowledge
and understanding of politics did not vary
significantly and seemed to point in the same
direction on every aspect. This could have been
the results of their secondary school level of their
education plus receipt of information through
mass media and from parents, teachers and peer
groups, in which 88.95% of male students and
92.44% of female students indicated that they
learned about politics from the mass media the
most, and from parents, teachers and peer

groups respectively in descending order.

Keywords: political awareness and participation
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