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The Formulation of Same Sex Marriage Registration Policy

in Thailand
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Abstract

This research titled, “the Formulation of
Same Sex Marriage Registration Policy in
Thailand” was aimed 1) to study the development
of policy making process for same sex marriage
registration in Thailand, 2) to identify trends that
drove the consideration on same sex marriage
registration policy in Thailand, and 3) to explore
the roles of those, who had influence on the
development of same sex marriage registration
policy in Thailand. The methodology of this
research was a mixture of quantitative and
qualitative research approaches. Results were
mainly focused on qualitative research, while
quantitative one was also used in parallel. Such
qualitative research approaches relied on both
observation and in-depth interviews with 13
respondents, who were politicians, government
officials, and staffs of non-governmental
organizations. Data were collected through (1)
Semi-structured interview forms, (2) a camera and
3) a digital voice recorder, and analyzed using
content analysis technique. With regard to
quantitative research, the total population of
interest were people in all 4 regions of Thailand,
which were considered infinite population, and

stratified sampling techniques was employed in

filtering a total of 10,202 respondents using
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questionnaire technique in data collection, and
the statistical software package (SPSS) was used
in analyzing data. Statistical analysis tools in use
included (1) descriptive statistics in analyzing
general information using percentage, frequencies,
mean, and standard deviation, and (2) statistical
tools used in hypothesis testing, were both
descriptive and inferential statistics using
Pearson’s Correlation Coefficient.

Results revealed that the formulation of
same sex marriage registration policy in Thailand
in Thailand started from the demand of same-sex
couples for the right to live together as a family,
and problems from the absence of rights from
marriage registration. A same-sex couple had
filed their petition for their marriage rights to the
National Human Rights Commission of Thailand
and the Parliamentary Committee on Legal
Affairs, Justice and Human Rights that became a
cause to appoint the taskforce committee to
handle such petitions, and that eventually led to
the formulation of draft legislation of the Civil
Partnership Act.

With regard to the trends that drove such
formulation of same sex marriage registration
policy in Thailand, the most important problem of
same-sex couples was the absence of legal
platform to recognize the existence of same-sex
spouses that refrained them from the legal rights

available for registered marriage, such as joint

ownership on properties acquired during their

cohabitation, spousal life insurance, custodian or
legal guardian of children from the cohabitation,
right to shared loans, etc. Regarding the social
trends on policy formulation, it was found that
people nowadays were open to the ideas to have
such legislation drafted for those same-sex
spouses, while political trends were found to gain
supports from both major parties. As such,
political policies would have no effects on the
same-sex marriage at all.

However, results from the exploration of
roles by those, who had influence on the
development of same sex marriage registration
policy in Thailand revealed that there were 2
major groups of influential parties, which were
supporters of the draft by political parties and
government officials, and the supporters of the
draft by non-government organizations and Thai
sexual diversity network. Differences in the
essential contexts of the Civil Partnership Act in
the drafts from both parties had caused delay in
legislation process that made the windows for

such policy formulation opportunity remained

closed at the moment.

Keywords: same-sex marriage registration policy
in Thailand, same sex couples, civil partnership

registration
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