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Proper Practices in Applying Special Measures to Juvenile Sex

Offenders Instead of Criminal Prosecution
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were1) to
study the current situation and impacts of criminal
prosecution on juvenile sex offenders, 2) to
explore possible practices in criminal prosecution
against juvenile sex offenders, and 3) to develop
proper practices in applying special measures to
juvenile sex offenders instead of criminal
prosecution. This study was qualitative research
gathering information from secondary sources,
and through in-depth interviews with 71
respondents consisted of juvenile offenders,
victims and officers related to the typical cases,
and 5 authorities in corrective measure
assessment and certification, and descriptive
analysis was applied.

Results revealed that juvenile sex
offenses were currently ranked number 6 of all
cases in our country. Impacts on juveniles were
affecting their 1) freedom of living, 2) mental
condition from being labeled with criminal

offenses, 3) family status, 4) education and

occupation, and 5) social and community status.
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current situation in the juvenile sex offender
is rated No. 6 in the country. The impacts on
juvenile sex offenders are: 1) Impact on the right
and freedom to an adequate standard of living, 2)
Emotional impact following the offender’s criminal
labeling, 3) Impact on the family, 4) Educational
and occupational impact, 5) Social and community
impact. Such impacts would lead to major
problems that should be urgently rectified.
Current practices in criminal prosecution against
juvenile sex offenders were resembling the
mainstream justice measures along with the
concept of vengeance, while alternative justice
measures emphasized on correction, remedy and
rehabilitation processes to improve behavior of
those juvenile offenders. The majority of
respondents agreed that alternative justice
measures should be applied for the best interest
of either juvenile sex offenders or their victims.
Steps to be taken to assure proper
practices in applying special measures to juvenile
sex offenders instead of criminal prosecution
should be as follows: Step 1 — stop worsening the
situation, Step 2 — resolve conflicts, Step 3 —stop
labeling, and Step 4 — plan for corrective, remedial
and rehabilitative measures for those juvenile
offenders as well as their victims, which should be
classified into 2 categories, which were victims

with and without pregnancy.
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