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GUIDELINES ON THE TREATMENT OF PRINT MEDIA RIGHTS

AND LIBERTIES UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF THAILAND
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Abstract

The objectives of the research were to
study concepts, theories and principles of public
laws such as the Rule of Law Theory, Libertarian
Theory, Social Responsibility Theory, Public
Interest Theory, security on right and liberties
protection, core business of government, the
principle of legality of administrative action, the
concepts and principle of duties, and
professional ethics of press media. This study
also examines the legal measures regarding
freedom of press media overseas and in
Thailand; and investigates the legal problems and
legal measures regarding enforcement of the
Constitution which affects the freedom of the
press media, the mechanisms for controlling and
limiting the rights and liberties of the press media,
the establishment of professional organizations
and ethics standards of the press media, and the
establishment of security on protection of
freedom intervention of the press media under
the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand. The
study aims to provide recommendations for
solving the legal problems regarding the freedom
of the press media under the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Thailand arising in the country. The
study found that the enforcement of the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand has
imposed legal problems regarding the freedom of

the press media, the protection of personal rights

and liberties from the press media’'s work, the
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establishment of professional organizations and
ethics standards of the press media, the security
of protection of the freedom intervention of the
press media. These legal problems have affected
and caused the intervention and taking over of
the press media’s duties. These reflect that the
regime of Thailand under the Constitution was not
in correspondence with the principle of legality of
administrative action, the Constitution has not
protected the rights and liberties of the press
media even if the provisions of the Constitution
have given the protection of peoples’ rights and
liberties. Practically, the right and liberties of the
press media has not really been protected.
Therefore, the author would recommend that
Thailand should apply concepts or legal
principles similar to those applied overseas such
as in the United States of America, French
Repubilic, Federal Republic of Germany, United of
Kingdom and Japan which have specified
mechanisms of enforcement of the Constitution
affecting the freedom of the press media. Such
concepts and legal principles are international
standards and clearly protect the freedom of the
press media which should be applied in Thailand
so that the legal problems could be solved
effectively. This could be done by determining the

scope of provisions clearly on the principle of

limitation of the right and liberties principles in the

Constitution. By doing this, the standards of the
rights and liberties protection of the press media,
equivalent to the international standard, could be
created. The practice also affect to the
enforcement of the Constitution on the right and
liberties protection of the press media which is in
correspondence with the response to the

perception of people on information as well as the

sustainable development of the country

Keywords: PRINT MEDIA, RIGHTS AND
LIBERTIES, THE CONSTITUTION OF THAILAND
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