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The Model of Learner’s Development to

Enhance Good Characteristics of Integrated Buddhist
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Abstract

The research aims: 1) to study the
development of desirable characteristics of
students who were studying at Grade 4-6 at the
primary schools under the Primary Educational
Service Area Office 1, Phrae province; 2) to

integrate Buddhism principles in the development
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of desirable characteristics among the students;
and 3) to establish a models for the learner
development by integrating Buddhism to
enhance desirable characteristics. This study
used a mixed method approach. As for the
quantitative method, the data were collected from
729 respondents including school administrators,
teachers and students of grade 4-6 in the primary
schools under the Primary Educational Service
Area Office 1, Phrae procince. For qualitative
method, 12 experts were interviewed and a focus
groups of 11 experts was conducted. Besides,
the data were also collected by experimenting the
model. Research instruments used in the
research include : 1) a questionnaire to examine
the general status of the development of
desirable characteristics of learners; 2) In-depth
interviews to obtain opinions and suggestions
from experts on the integration of the Four
Principles of Iddhipada in the development of
desirable characteristics of learners’ learning
area; and 3) the questions for a group discussion
to analyze the model of learners development by
integrating Buddhism to enhance the students’
desirable characteristics. The instruments used
for experimenting the learners’ models consisted
of; 1) the learners’ development projects that
integrate  Buddhism; 2) a pre-and-post
questionnaire on the organization of learners’
development activities and 3) interviews to gain
learners’

opinions on the organization of

development activities. The statistics used for

data analysis include percentage, mean (;(),
standard deviation (S.D.) and content analysis.
The results showed that there were four desirable
characteristics in learning including paying
attention to learning with consciousness, being
persistent in learning, being initiative and
imaginative, and being independent in learning.
Overall, the general conditions on the development of
desirable characteristics in learning was found to
be at a high level. The study also revealed that
Buddhism principles that could be integrated to
enhance the desirable characteristics in learning
were the Four Principles of Iddhipada (Intention,
Effort, Consciousness and Discrimination). These
principles could be integrated in four areas: (1)
paying attention to learning with consciousness
(intention): (2) being persistent in learning (effort):
(3) being initiative and imaginative (consciousness);
and (4) being independent in leaming (discrimination).
Furthermore, The model for developing desirable
characteristics of leamers by integrating Buddhism
principles can be divided into five areas, referred
to as SAKDA. MODEL, which include: 1) smart
teacher and student (S) meaning modernization
of both teachers and learners; 2) positive attitude
(A); 3) knowledge (K); 4) Dhamma (D), and 5) activities
(A). The results showed that 15 respondents who
are the students of Grade 4-6 in Rat Ras

Bamrung School in the second semester of the

Academic Year 2015, had learning behavior
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according to the desirable characteristics in
learning in all areas. Before testing the model,
these students had desirable characteristics at a
high level, but after the model was implemented
with them, their learning behavior had been
increasingly developed based on the desirable
characteristics. Overall the students’ desirable

characteristics were at the highest level.

Keywords: Learner development, desirable

characteristics, Buddhism principles integration
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