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The Effectiveness of Populism Policy Implementation

in the Thai Rural Society
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were
to 1) study the effectiveness of populism
policy implementation in the Thai society,
2) study the factors influencing the
effectiveness of populism policy implemen-
tation in the Thai rural society, and
3) recommend improvement of the factors
directly influencing the effectiveness
of populism policy implementation in the
Thai rural society.

The approach of this research
was mixed methods of quantitative
and qualitative research. The quantitative
research was conducted by questionnaire from
the samples of 400 respondents. The sample
size was derived from Taro Yamane’s
formula at error level of .05. The samples
were selected from sub-district Headman
and village Headman in the rural area of all
regions. The key data were analyzed based
on the 12 respondents specifically from the
academics and high ranking government
officials by using percentage, standard
deviation and multiple regression analysis.
The data were analyzed induction and

interpretation.
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The results of the study revealed that
for 1) the effectiveness of populism policy
implementation in the Thai society, the
people in the rural society were greatly
satisfied since various projects of populism
policy could meet the people’s requirements.
The study showed that most of the subjects
in this study had their occupations as
employees who earned low income. When
the people had satisfaction, they would feel
that government sectors paid particular
attention to them. When their income
increased, there would be some phenomenon
excessively responding to populism policy.
Finally, the objective was to get election
votes not considering long-term effects
of the by-products of populism policy
which may arise in the future.

2) the factors influencing the
effectiveness of populism policy implementa-
tion in the Thai rural society, they were from
populism policy appreciating grass-root
people who earned substandard income.
Consequently, government utilized populism
policy in various projects in order to increase
motivation. It was obvious that many people
gained a lot of benefits. The more
the government could follow their promises,
the more people admired them so much.
Particularly in the economic aspect,
grass-root people were always taken
advantages. However, they considered the
government should take care of them.

It made the people have good feeling to the

government and want the government to have
populism projects increasingly and continu-
ously.

3) For the recommendation in order
to improve the factors directly influencing
the effectiveness of populism policy imple-
mentation in the Thai rural society, reduction
of the gaps between the rich and the poor
as well as reduction of the social differences
in Thai society should be taken actions.
The urgent development of rural society
in the educational aspect must be managed.
The information access should be accurate
and fair, and trend development should
be stable. Populism policy should not be
only stuffed in people’s hands; never
the less, people must depend on themselves.
Moreover, since the government cannot earn
any money to be spent on populist policy
everlastingly, the government and people
cannot coexist when that day arrives. It’s
going to cause troubles everywhere and bring
about the collapse of the country which

it cannot be easily returned as before.

Keywords: The Effectiveness/Populism

Policy/Thai Rural Society
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