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Study of Emergency Patients with Substance Use Presenting to the Emergency Room
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Abstract

Substance use disorders often present with a wide array of complex clinical
manifestations that can significantly differ from those of other medical conditions, making
early recognition and appropriate management frequently challenging in the emergency
department (ED) as certain substances can mimic the symptoms of underlying medical or
psychiatric disorders. Furthermore, individuals who use substances are particularly vulnerable
to a range of serious complications, including overdose, withdrawal syndromes, substance-

related medical conditions, and traumatic injuries resulting from high-risk behaviors. A review
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of the existing literature indicates that numerous studies have focused on patients presenting
to the ED with physical or psychiatric conditions directly related to substance use, and these
findings highlight the critical need for comprehensive assessment protocols and timely

interventions to improve outcomes in this high-risk population.
Keywords: Substance abuse, Emergency patients, Triage
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