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Cancer in Thai traditional medicine Case study 3 Folk healers
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Abstract

This research aimed to study the wisdom and knowledge of folk healers used to
treat cancer, and to compare the patterns of cancer treatment between folk healers and
folk healers, and between folk healers and Thai traditional medicine. The population of this
study were 3 folk healers who had type Kore or Core professional certificate and experience
in cancer treatment for at least 3 years. The data were collected by an in-depth interview
and analyzed with content analysis. The results found that all folk healers were male aged
between 51-77 years old and had 3 - 24 years of experience in cancer treatment. The
motivations to be folk healers were the use of herbal medicines to heal themselves and
being transferred from ancestors. The folk healers mostly used take wasted, inhibit the
spread of disease, nourish the body, cure and cured disease in cancer treatment separately.
Thai pharmaceuticals that mostly used in cancer treatment were tonic taste from medicine

and medicinal properties. The patients were prohibited from eating bad food and work hard

1315



N15UsERIvINSHas LU NaIITETEAUTRRALUINITIR ASSA 10

"Global Goals, Local Actions: Looking Back and Moving Forward"

during the treatment. For the transfer of knowledge, those who transmit must have the

ethics of traditional medicine or folk medicine.
Keyword : Folk healers, Wisdom, Cancer
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