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The Origin of “Drunken Meri” Discourse in Thai Society
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Abstract

This article aimed to study the origin of “Meri Khimao” (drunken lady Meri) discourse
and the result would later be used to create Chatree drama “The Story of Drunken Lady
Meri”. The information was obtained by documentary research and observation. The data
was analyzed and presented by descriptive method.

The results showed that the discourse of “Meri Khimao” (drunken lady Meri) was
from media reproduction, first found in Thai literature from 1782 to 1809 (2325 — 2353 B.E.)
during the reign of King Rama | of Rattanakosin. The reproduction of the discourse continued
to increase in the age of mass media particularly from Nang Sibsong (The Twelve Ladies), a
T.V. drama by Samsearn Company Limited in 1975, 1988, 2000 (2518, 2531, and 2543 B.E.),
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the most influential media in the discourse dissemination. Reproduction by ordinary people

through social, moreover, media was found since 2002 (2545 B.E.)
Keyword: The discourse of “Meri Khimao” (The drunken lady Meri)
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