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Travel Motivations and Tourist Experiences of Thai Senior Tourists

Travelling to Nordic Countries with a Tour Operator
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to examine motivations of Thai senior tourists
travelling to Nordic country with a tour operator. Data were collected from 26 Thai senior
tourists, selected by purposive sampling and snowball sampling. These tourists needed to
travel to the Nordic countries at least once. A combination of semi-structure interviews and
participant observation was utilized to collect the data. The collected data were analyzed
with thematic analysis. The research revealed that the motivations of these tourists were
multidimensional consisting of five main groups of motivations, namely: (1) a desire to
take rest; (2) a desire to follow the journal of King Rama V; (3) a desire to view certain

natural phenomena; (4) a desire to visit world-famous tourist attractions; and (5) being
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stimulated by marketing promotion. The first motivation represented a push factor whereas

the remaining were pull factors.
Keywords: Motivations, Experiences, Thai Senior Tourists, Nordic countries
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