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Benefits and Impacts of Tourism Development on Local Community: A Case of

Doi Mae Salong, Maefaluang District, Chiang Rai Province
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research was to examine benefits and study impacts of tourism
development on local community. Local Residents toward Tourism Development. It
employed a qualitative research methodology. Data were collected from 33 local residents

of Doi Mae Salong, Mafaluang District, Chiang Rai Province, 17 of which had occupation
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related to tourism business, and the rest has occupation that did not related to tourism
business.  They were selected by convenient sampling and snowball sampling. A
combination of semi-structured interview, focus group and participant observation was used
to collect the data. Data were then analyzed by thematic analysis. The research findings
showed that both groups of respondents had quite similar opinion on the perceived benefits
and impacts of tourism development. In terms of benefits, those whose occupation related
to tourism business thought that they had gained economic benefit in terms of increased
income whereas those whose occupation did not relate to tourism business perceived that
they had an opportunity to establish good relationship with tourists. In terms of impacts,
both groups perceived that tourism development had caused higher amount of waste in the

community.
Keywords: Benefits/ Impacts, Local Community, Tourism Development
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