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Abstract

This paper aims to investigate errors identified in Chinese writing in vocabulary and
sentence used by 88 third-year students who enrolled in CH3401 course, Chinese writing 1,
1st semester, 2018 (2016’s academic year), Chinese program. Data was gathered from 7 titles
i.e., note, leave of absence letter, notification, poster, daily report, personal letter and event
description, total 609 pieces of writing by the students throughout the semester.

It was found that errors were mostly found in sentences than in vocabularies. To

elucidate, such errors in the vocabularies were catachresis which could be identified in
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several characteristics i.e., the ones mostly identified were a misuse caused by students not
knowing the vocabularies, ambiguous synonym or malapropism and a misuse caused by
students using unmatched morpheme, respectively; the errors mostly identified in sentences
were omissions, misaligned words orders, pleonasm or redundant words, and misplaced
words. Mother language was the root of such errors in combination with a mediocre writing
skill as well as learning strategy and communication in learners; however, those can be
improved with practices by Chinese writing starting from basic level to advanced level, from
Chinese characters to simple Chinese sentences to compound sentences even to how to
write a paragraph; moreover, such practices should be done with comparative manners

between Chinese and Thai language.
Keywords: Chinese writing, error analysis, wording error and sentence error
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