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Laws on Water Pollution Arising from Operational Discharges of
the Offshore Petroleum Exploration & Production Platforms
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Abstract

This comparative thesis studies Thai and Norwegian laws on water pollution
generated during the operational discharges resulting solely from exploitation and
exploration activities by the offshore petroleum exploration & production (E&P) platforms,
using the performance-based regulation approach. The research finds Thai legal regime does
not regulate operational pollution from E&P platforms and vaguely prescribes duty to
prevent the pollution and the zero-discharges policy is not legally-binding so it is not in line
with performance-based approach. While Norway incorporates zero-discharges policy and
performance-based approach into the comprehensive legal regime to regulate operational
discharges which provide the operators the flexibility to choose best and cost-effective
methods to meet performance standards. The study concludes that Thailand should amend
Petroleum Act B.E. 2014 to forbid the discharge of water pollution arising from operational
discharges of E&P platforms by adopting performance-based regulations approach for better

efficiency, and implement the detailed measures via supplemental regulations.

Keywords operational discharges, offshore exploration and production platforms, water

pollution
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