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Predictors of maternal behavior in prevention of acute respiratory infection

in preschool children
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Abstract

This predictive correlational research aimed to examine predictors of maternal behavior in
prevention of acute respiratory infection (ARI) in preschoolers receiving in child development centers in
the municipality of Chon Buri province. The sample included 86 mothers of preschoolers. Multistage
random sampling was used to recruit the sample. Data were collected during December, 2014 to January,
2015. Research instruments consisted of 6 questionnaires. Data was analyzed by using descriptive
statistics, Pearson’s correlation, and stepwise multiple regression. The results showed that perceived
self-efficacy, perceptions of ARI, social support and access to information were significantly correlated
with maternal behavior in prevention of ARI in preschoolers (r = .727, r = .650, r = .615, and r = .465,
p < .001). Perceived self-efficacy was the best and significantly predictor of maternal behaviors
accounted for 52.9% (B = .461, t = 4.884, p < .001, the second best predictor was access to information
accounted for 4.7% (B = .2.51, t = 2.774, p < .01). The third best predictor was perceptions of ARI
accounted for 2.8% (B = .183, t = 2.401, p < .05). The Three significant predictor accounted for 60.4%
(F3, 82 = 41.680, p < .001) of variance in prediction. These findings indicated that perceived self-
efficacy, access to information and perceptions of ARI have influence on maternal behavior in prevention
of ARI in preschoolers. Therefore, nurses and health care provider should promote the perceived self-
efficacy of mother, the perceptions of ARI and provide adequately information in order to enhance

maternal behavior in prevention of ARI in preschoolers effectively.
Keywords: Preschoolers / Maternal Behaviors / Acute Respiratory Infection
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